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leaders of this party, who revered in Philip II. the
champion and temporal head of Romanism and the
dispenser of the treasures of the New World, would
willingly have thrown the Salic law overboard, and at
once have recognised the Infanta Clara Eugenia
(Isabella), the granddaughter of Henry II., as their
Queen. When we condemn this subservience to
Spain, it is only fair to remember that Artois,
Franche Comte and other French-speaking prov-
inces among the dominions of the Spanish King, en-
joyed a large measure of provincial independence
and did not feel their nationality to be endangered.
But the pretensions of Philip II. were odious to the
Guises and to the few great nobles who had joined
their faction. The personal government of the Es-
curial would not be compatible with the feudal
independence which it was hoped to re-establish,
nor was the House of Lorraine struggling to snatch
the Crown from the Bourbons in order that they
might place it on the head of the Hapsburgs.

The Guises themselves were not united. The Duke
of Mayenne was jealous of the rising popularity of
his nephew, the young Duke of Guise. He could
scarcely venture to hope for the Crown himself, and
apparently did not see how any settlement satisfac-
tory to his ambition could as yet be brought about;
he was therefore content that matters should drift on,
his only policy was to prevent, so far as in him lay,
every definite solution, in the hope of profiting by
any, as yet, unforeseen chance.

The wholly selfish and unpatriotic aims of the
leader of the League were not compensated by any